REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
January 6, 2026 
CITY HALL 
121 S. MERIDIAN 
 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk155339800][bookmark: _Hlk218772648]Mayor Truman called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present:  Ronald Colbert, Robert Wilson, Amy Reid, Gina Gregory, Dale Kerstetter, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm.  
Members Absent:	Ben Anderson  	 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk218772583]Staff Present:		Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director 
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Building Director 
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Gage Scheer, City Engineer
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney 
Clint Miller, Finance Director/Interim City Administrator
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director/Interim City Administrator
 
Press present:		Ark Valley News 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Stamm moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Kerstetter. Vote Aye: unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATION AGENDA –  
DECEMBER 16, 2025, CITY COUNCIL MINUTES- 
Kerstetter moved to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2025, City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Evans. Vote Aye: Unanimous  Motion Carried.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS –  None
 
PUBLIC FORUM –  None

APPOINTMENTS –  None

OLD BUSINESS –None

OUTGONG COUNCILMEMBER RECOGNITION
Mayor Truman thanked Robert Wilson and Dale Kerstetter for their years of service to the City of Valley Center.  He invited both to share any parting words.  Wilson and Kerstetter both thanked the citizens of Valley Center as well as the governing body and Mayors they have worked with.  Dale left with advice to ask questions, even if you know the answer, someone else may not know.  

Mayor Truman presented Wilson and Kerstetter with a plaque and thanked them for their service.

ADJOURN
Wilson moved to adjourn, second by Kerstetter. Vote Aye: Unanimous.  Adjourn at 7:11pm

SWEAR IN OF COUNCILMEMBER JEANNE DANIELS AND COUNCILMEMBER ERIC SCRIVEN

City Clerk Carrithers swore Jeanne Daniels and Eric Scriven as new City Councilmembers for the City of Valley Center.
Mayor Truman called the council meeting to order at 7:13 p.m. with the following members present:  Ronald Colbert, Eric Scriven, Amy Reid, Gina Gregory, Jeanne Daniels, Chris Evans and Matt Stamm. 
Members Absent:	Ben Anderson  	 
 
Staff Present:		Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director 
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Building Director 
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Gage Scheer, City Engineer
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney 
Clint Miller, Finance Director/Interim City Administrator
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk/HR Director/Interim City Administrator
 
Press present:		Ark Valley News 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Gregory moved to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Stamm. Vote Aye: unanimous. Motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS-  
A. APPROVAL OF WATER/SEWER RATE 2026:  
[bookmark: _Hlk152841283]Finance Director Miller requested approval of water and sewer rates for 2026.  He reminded Council of the Wichita rate history and that much financial thought is considered for Valley Center rates. As Valley Center has only increased rates minimally in the past several years it has created a larger gap between the rates charged by the City of Wichita and our water rates.   He requested an increase of 7%. The City of Wichita is increasing the 2026 rate by 7.11%, 2027 rate will be 7.5% and 2028 is set to increase by 7.0%.  Miller stated that the water reserves need to be kept healthy as he anticipates additional staff and expenses when the water treatment plant becomes operational in 2027.   
Our contract with the City of Wichita will expire in 2026 and he doesn’t anticipate Wichita willing to offer favorable rates to purchase water.  We will still need to buy and sell to Wichita to keep water in the lines.  Mayor Truman would like to serve on the contract negotiation team.   Reid clarified the average monthly dollar amount for each household would be approximately $2.45 per month.

Stamm moved to approve proposed 2026 water/sewer rates for the City of Valley Center.
• Increase sewer rates by the standard of 2.5%
• Increase water rates for tier 1, 2, and 3 by 7.0%
• Keep all base rates the same as 2024
Colbert seconded the motion.  Vote Aye:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
B. APPROVAL OF FOOD FOR FINES PROGRAM. 
[bookmark: _Hlk152854800]Court Clerk Katie Crook requested approval for a Food for Fines Program for Valley Center Municipal Court.  If approved the program would run from February 1st to March 31st.  Single cans of non-perishable food can be donated to receive $5.00 credit to the defendant’s fine or warrant fee.  All food items collected will be donated to the Valley Center Food Pantry sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance.  Ms. Crook reminded Council that this program was begun by our late Court Clerk Stacy Shay and we wish to continue it in her honor.
Reid moved to approve Food for Fines program and set the amount per can/food item at $5.00 with a maximum amount of $50.00. Motion seconded by Evans. Vote Aye: unanimous.  Motion carried.  
    
CONSENT AGENDA  
A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – JANUARY 6, 2026 
B. TREASURER’S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2025
C. REVENUE AND EXPENSE REPORT – NOVEMBER 2025
D. CHECK RECONCILIATION – NOVEMBER 2025
E. VALLEY CENTER PUBLIC LIBRARY REPORTS
F. RSVP VOLUNTEER TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
[bookmark: _Hlk152855439]Evans moved, seconded by Stamm, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Vote Aye:  Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
STAFF REPORTS 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIEDLER
Reported that 2022 total permits were issued in 2025.  This compared to 697 in 2024 and 517 in 2023.

PARKS AND PUBLIC BUILDING DIRECTOR OWINGS
Stated that the roof at City Hall has been replaced.  Work progresses at other city buildings.

PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR NEWMAN
Updated Council that the rooster has been removed from the property in Interurban, but the continue to have chickens so they are still in violation.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON
Gave a progress report for Seneca Street as well as the Water Treatment Plant.

FINANCE DIRECTOR/INTERIM CITY ADMINISTRATOR MILLER
Employees benefits did have a rough year, but Miller anticipates using excess revenue received to put into the employee benefits and not have to transfer from reserves.  
Miller also reported that Conklin Cars and City Admin staff have not been able to get responses from the insurance adjuster on vehicle claims.  He is reaching out to our agent with The Insurance Guys to try to get it resolved.

HR DIRECTOR/INTERIM CITY ADMINISTRATOR CARRITHERS
She has made updates to employee profiles for the 2026 benefit deductions.  January is also when W-2’s and 1095-C are processed.  
 
GOVERNING BODY REPORTS- 
MAYOR TRUMAN
He is looking forward to 2026.  It will be a busy year.

COUNCILMEMBER COLBERT
Would like a report of new homes in 2025 in Valley Center.

COUNCILMEMBER REID, EVANS AND STAMM
Welcome to new Councilmembers
COUNCILMEMBER GREGORY
There will be a SCAC meeting on Saturday, January 10th in Bel Aire beginning at 8:30am.

[bookmark: _Hlk155339694]Stamm moved to adjourn, second by Gregory. Vote Aye: Unanimous.  
 
ADJOURN -   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:43 PM. 
 
 
                                                           ______________________________________________  
          		                                     Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

